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Sursum Corda/ NW1
New Communities

Overview
August 2005

The Government of the 
District of Columbia
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Northwest One

• Violent crime in high-poverty 
neighborhood 

• Economic segregation and 
resulting lack of services

• Threats to federally-
subsidized housing

• Public schools slated for 
redevelopment

• Underutilized public facilities

• Successful Hotspots Initiative
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Northwest One
New Communities

District-sponsored redevelopment of the 
physical and human architecture of 

distressed neighborhoods into healthy, 
mixed-income communities. 

Integrates public facilities and services in 
a sustained, multi-year effort to offer 

families better housing, employment and 
educational opportunities.

4



N
E
W

  
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

IE
S

  
 I

N
IT

IA
T
IV

E New Communities Criteria

A neighborhood must meet three criteria to be eligible to 
participate in New Communities:

1. Concentrated poverty & violent crime

2. Immediate and recognizable need

3. Potential to protect low income housing 
and expand affordable housing on a large 
scale
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Northwest One
Milestones

4 significant milestones prior to creation of community vision :

1. Organization

2. Capital

3. Trust

4. Vision
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Northwest One
Human Capital Plan

1. Intensive work with community

2. Draft Plan – priorities & linkages 

Still to do…

1. Internal Review

2. Public Consultation

3. Final Plan
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Sursum Corda / Northwest One
Charrette (Physical)

1. Intensive work with community

2. Series of kick-off events

3. 4 day workshop & draft vision

Still to do…

1. Internal Review

2. Public Consultation

3. Final Plan
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Northwest One

Next Steps:

• Internal district review & consensus
By 8/31, Economic Development Cluster experts

• Fully integrated human capital plan 
for family self-sufficiency
By 9/30, CYFE Cluster experts

• Implementation Strategy with 
finance, land and regulatory actions
By 9/30
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